
NATIONAL COUNCIL OF CHURCHES IN KOREA 
PEACE TREATY SEMINAR 

Korea, May 16 – 24, 2016 
“… let them seek peace and pursue it.” (1 Peter 3:11) 

 
The United Church of Canada has been invited by long-time global partner, National Council of 
Churches in Korea  (NCCKorea) to name a participant for a Peace Treaty Workshop, a 
leadership development and training opportunity May 16-24, 2016.  
 
The Peace Treaty Workshop is part of the NCCKorea’s 2016 global campaign of education and 
advocacy for peace and reunification in the Korean peninsula and a campaign for a peace treaty.1 
The NCCKorea plans a 4-part campaign:  

• Communications: Monthly updates of significant information on the present situation to 
global partner;  

• Leadership development and training:  A Peace Treaty Workshop in Korea May 16-24, 
2016 (Exposure Study Seminar );  

• Global Advocacy:  an online signature campaign, From Armistice to Peace Treaty, 
during the month of July 2016 ();  

• Public witness: An NCCK delegation to the U.S.A in July 2016, to raise awareness and to 
deliver the signatures to Washington on July 27 (marking the signing of Korean 
Armistice in 1953) 

 
The Peace Treaty Workshop will include exposure experiences and study sessions in Jeju Island, 
Panmunjeom, and Seoul.  It will bring together up to 20 global participants committed to learn 
about, educate others and advocate on issues of peace and reunification in the Korean peninsula.  
The goals of the workshop are:  

1. To commit to a vision of  justice, peace and reconciliation in the Korean peninsula  
2. To articulate a theological vision and hope for peace-making on the national, 

regional and global level     
3. To raise awareness for the urgent need of a peace treaty among the global 

ecumenical community 
 
Through this workshop, participants are expected to experience the reality of the situation in the 
Korean peninsula,  articulate their vision for peace-building in the Korean peninsula as well as in 
the world, and provide leadership in promoting the global peace treaty campaign in their 
respective countries. 
  

                                                           
1 Combat ceased in the Korean War with the Armistice Agreement of July 27, 1953.  However, the two Koreas, the 
USA and China have nevertheless continued in a technical state of war with defensive military build-ups including 
the stockpiling of nuclear weapons. The current situation proves the urgent need for a peace treaty to replace the 
1953 Armistice Agreement.  “Fresh and decisive action is required to enact a peace treaty. A process towards a 
peace treaty is crucial for the Korean peninsula and in the entire North East Asia region, as well as contributing to 
the process of building a nuclear weapon-free peace zone in this region.” 
From the World Council of Churches 2013 Statement on Peace and Reunification of the Korean Peninsula  
 

http://www.kncc.or.kr/eng/sub01/sub01.php
http://www.kncc.or.kr/eng/sub01/sub01.php
http://www.oikoumene.org/en/resources/documents/assembly/2013-busan/adopted-documents-statements/peace-and-reunification-of-the-korean-peninsula


TIMING 
May 16 – 24, 2016 (not inclusive of travel)  

LOCATION 
Republic of South Korea, beginning in Jeju Island and continuing in Seoul.  

COST  
Individual contribution of $ 300.  Balance of costs to be provided by General Council 
Office.   

 
APPLICANT PROFILE 

• Have a valid passport that does not expire before November 2016 
• Have a demonstrated commitment to, and engagement in, The United Church of 

Canada (locally, regionally and/or nationally), particularly networks concerned with 
peace issues 

• Willingness to continue to be part of networks of education and faithful 
advocacy on peace and reunification in the Korean peninsula and to offer 
leadership to others on this issue  

• Willingness to speak to United Church groups about the experience and its impact on 
their faith journey 

• Good knowledge and critical analysis of issues related to peace, advocacy and 
education strategies 

 
EXPECTED OUTCOMES 
The United Church participant will be expected: 

• to provide leadership in the global peace treaty and signature campaign within the 
United Church of Canada  

• Work with General Council staff in promoting the campaign within the United 
Church  

• Connect with United Church and ecumenical networks focussing on peace issues  
• Speak with United Church and ecumenical groups about the workshop and issues of 

peace and reconciliation in the Korean peninsula 
• Be willing and able to participate in advocacy (e.g. organize letter-writing and/or 

meet with MP, encourage others to do the same) 
• Write 3 brief blogs/articles (200-400 words) on the highlights of the experience for 

United Church of Canada media/publications, accompanied by  4-6 high resolution 
photos 

 
APPLICATION PROCESS AND TIMELINE 
Interested applicants should apply by sending an expression of interest to the United Church of 
Canada’s Church in Mission Unit, by 4 PM Monday February 29, 2016  to 
pip@united-church.ca . Please use subject line NCCK PEACE TREATY WORKSHOP 
 
The application should include: 

1. Confirmation you have a valid passport and are able to travel outside Canada. 
2. A brief summary of your connection to The United Church of Canada 
3. Why you want to participate in this training and leadership development workshop.  

mailto:pip@united-church.ca


4. What experience, gifts and skills you would bring to the workshop, and to advocacy 
for peace and reunification in Korea. 

5. How you see this experience shaping your future involvement in The United Church 
of Canada. 

 
 
UNITED CHURCH OF CANADA GLOBAL PARTNERSHIP COMMITMENTS  
The United Church of Canada, with partners in Korea, is committed to a vision of peace and 
reunification in the Korean peninsula.  For United Church partners in the Republic of Korea, the 
Presbyterian Church in the Republic of Korea (PROK) and the National Council of Churches in 
Korea (NCCK), reunification of the peninsula and peace-building remain their most important 
priority.   Since 1986, the United Church has worked in solidarity with partners in North Korea 
who focus on peace, economic self-sufficiency, and leadership development. The United 
Church's partner in North Korea is the Korean Christian Federation. 
 
Peace and Reunification in the Korean peninsula is a priority within The United Church of 
Canada’s Global Partnership Program.  Staff support is provided by General Council Asia 
Partnerships staff  Patti Talbot.  
 
For more background see:  

1. The United Church of Canada website:  www.united-church.ca  
• www.united-church.ca/partners/global/asia/south-korea  
• www.united-church.ca/partners/global/asia/north-korea  
• www.united-church.ca/communications/news/general/140625  

 
 
2.  The National Council of Churches in Korea  website : (http://www.kncc.or.kr/eng/ ) 
 

• NCCK 2016 CAMPAIGN, FROM ARMISTICE TO PEACE TREATY 
http://www.kncc.or.kr/eng/sub04/sub03.php?ptype=view&idx=15145&page=1&code=eng_board
_04_2 

• NCCK Global Campaign for a Peace Treaty  (koreapeacetreaty.com) 
 
3. The World Council of Churches:  

• World Council of Churches’ Busan Assembly Statement on Peace and 
Reunification of the Korean Peninsula 

(http://www.oikoumene.org/en/resources/documents/assembly/2013-busan/adopted-
documents-statements/peace-and-reunification-of-the-korean-peninsula)  

 
Contact:  
Patti Talbot, Team Lead - Church in Partnership Cluster and Asia Partnerships 
Church in Mission Unit - The United Church of Canada 
ptalbot@united-church.ca  
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